
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Welcome back.  Hopefully everyone has had a good Easter break and is 
returning to school full of energy and enthusiasm. This term is probably the 
busiest and one, especially for our Year 6 children.   
 
SATS:  Monday 8th May – Thursday 11th May   
We start the summer term preparing for our National Tests in English and 
Maths.  The timetable for the week has been set as: 

 
Monday 8th Tuesday 9th Wednesday 10th Thursday 14th 

Reading English, Grammar 
Punctuation and 
Spelling (EGPS) 

Maths Arithmetic – 
Paper 1 

Maths reasoning – 
Paper 3 

  Maths reasoning – 
Paper 2 
 

 

 
Children in Year 5 will also be sitting assessments to a similar timetable this week. 
 
You can help your child to prepare for the tests by continuing with the weekly spelling 
practise; reading every day; practising key number facts and mental recall of times tables up 
to 12x.  
 
A more detailed information letter was issued to our Year 6 parents last term, explaining the 
statutory process, however should you have any concerns about the week please do not 
hesitate to pop into school and speak with Mrs Loxton, Miss Brearley or Mrs Pearce. 
 
Our focus for the summer term will be: “It’s All Greek to Me!” We will be transported back in 
time to investigate how the Ancient Greeks have improved our lives.  This is a fascinating 
topic looking at Greek life, achievements and the influence that Ancient Greece has had on 
the western world.  We will look at the four main time periods of the Greek Empire; become 
historians by asking questions and exploring difference historical sources.  We will look at the 
geography of Ancient Greece and the travels of Alexander the Great as well as looking at the 
lifestyle of the Greek people.   

 
We will read and learn about the features and messages in Aesop’s 
Fables and some of the Greek Myths.  From these stories, we will plan 
and write our own narrative fiction. The topic will be a great way to think 
about heroes and villains and the narrative techniques that can be used 
to build detailed characterisation and descriptive settings.   
 

As always spelling, grammar and punctuation will have a strong focus and the children will 
participate in a variety of Guided Reading activities that will be linked to texts that interest the 
children. 

Harrier & Tornado Classes 

  
How Have The Ancient 

Greeks Improved Our Lives? 



 
Maths:  we will start the term focusing on revision of key skills for 
the Summer Assessments and then continue to follow the set 
programme for maths focusing on: Ordering and comparing 
number, place value, multiples and factors, reading and using 
scales, comparing timetables, addition, subtraction, multiplication 
and division strategies, ratio and proportion and lots of reasoning 
and problem solving. 
 
Science:  our science will take a biology focus for the summer term.  We will study life 
processes that are internal to the body, such as the circulatory and digestive systems and 
learn about how animals and living things are classified and identified.   
 
As part of the PHSCE (Personal, Health, Social and Citizenship Education) 
curriculum, children in Upper Key Stage 2 are required to receive lessons about 
growing up and the changes that this brings about (popularly known as sex 
education). Year 5 will participate in a single lesson and Year 6 will receive a series 
of 5 lessons to be delivered during the last week of May.  During these lessons we 
only use material that is aimed at children in the upper primary age group.   
 
Art and DT will focus around improving key skills and we will use our topic as inspiration for 
our work.  The children will continue to use their sketchbook to improve their techniques. 
 

 
PE will continue as usual on a Monday morning and Tuesday afternoon.  
There will be more opportunities to play sports outside and it will be 
essential to have outdoor trainers for athletics and cricket.  Please do not 
hesitate to speak to Mrs Gabriel if you have any concerns or questions 
about the PE curriculum. 
 
Year 6 children will participate in swimming sessions this term.  A separate letter 
will be sent out with all the details of these sessions. 

 
Internet Safety will continue as a theme throughout this term.  We want the children to 
understand that the internet is a fantastic place for them to learn, have fun and engage 
with their family and friends. There are however risks, which children and young people 
need to be aware of to ensure that they can protect themselves. This term we will focus 
on how to empower children with the knowledge and the skills to manage the risks and 
to know how to have fun online; how to stay in control and how to report concerns 
online.    
 
A great way to communicate safely is through DB Primary which can easily be accessed through the 
school website.  On here you will find lots of information, including details of any homework and extra 
support tasks as well as blogs and forums about our topic 
 
Year 6 Transition to Secondary School 
 
To try and ensure your child’s final term at primary school is an exciting and enjoyable one, we will be 
working closely with our Secondary colleagues to help the children have a smooth transition on to the 
next phase of their education. The children will have a visit from the Cotswold School (date to be 
confirmed).  Wednesday 5th and Thursday 6th July are the Cotswold Induction days.  Please do not 
hesitate to pop in and ask, if you have any questions relating to the transition to Secondary School, if 
we don’t know the answer, we are more than happy to find out for you. 
 
Leavers Activities:   As the children prepare to move onto their next year group and in the case of 

Year 6, leave the Rissington School, there will be the traditional Rissington School activities to mark 
their time with us starting with the Leavers Photograph on Thursday 18th May 2017. 
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During Term 6, the children in Year 5/6 will be preparing an end of year 
production to be performed to the school and you as parents. Preparing 
and practicing this play takes a lot of effort from the children, but they are 
always so keen to share this with you and really appreciate as big an 
audience as possible! This will take place on Thursday 20th July at 
9:00am in the Upper Rissington hall.   
 
The Year 6 children will also be asked if they would like an evening 
celebration during the last week of term (time, date and activity to be 

confirmed).   
 
Our final goodbye to the Year 6 children will take place, following the Church Service, on the final day 
of term (21st July 2017). 
 
Another tradition for the final day of term is for the children in Year 6 ONLY.  On this day they may 
bring in a spare school T-Shirt which they can get signed as a memento of their peers and teachers at 
Primary School.   
 
As you can see, there is such a lot going on this term and this can be a difficult term for the many 
children as well as a fun and exciting one.  If you have any concerns about the term ahead, or want to 
talk transition through, please do not hesitate to meet with me.  Look out for school newsletters that 
also contain the dates relating to the whole school, which we are also fully involved in, and will need 
to be added to your diary. 
 
Lisa Loxton and Emma Brearley 
Harrier and Tornado Class Teachers 
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