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Minutes of the Meeting of The Rissington School Governors at 

The Rissington School (Upper Rissington site) on Wednesday, 6th July 2016, at 6.15 p.m. 

 

 

Present       In Attendance 

Mr Colin Campbell, Chair     Mrs Caroline Minchin, Clerk   

Mrs Liz Bannister, Head Teacher     

Mrs Jane Hemmings       Apologies 

Mrs Di Etherton      Mrs Elizabeth Meyrick 

Mrs Gill Willett      Mrs Jacqueline Gabriel 

Mrs Ruth Arnold       

Mrs Lisa Loxton      Absent 

Mr Nick Cole      

Mrs Karen von Speyr (late)      

Mr Rob Slade (late)        

 

 

1.06/07/16 Apologies 

Apologies were received from Mrs Meyrick and Mrs Gabriel.  

APPROVED.  Mrs von Speyr and Mr Slade said that they may 

arrive late. 

 

 

 

2.06/07/16 Declaration of Interests 

CM – Kitchen quote (Husband). 

RA – Pre-school planning permission/Parish Council (Husband). 

 

3.06/07/16 Declaration of Any Other Business 

3.1 DBS checks 

Mrs von Speyr arrived. 

 

4.06/07/16 Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes of the last meeting held on 11th June 2016 were 

approved as being an accurate account of the meeting.    

APPROVED. 

The approved minutes and the governors’ triangles will be put on 

the school website. 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

5.06/07/16 Matters Arising 

5.1 Collaboration Agreement:  Governors indicated that they had 

no objection in principle to the collaboration agreement.  It was 

raised again at the HT cluster meeting today and all but a small 

number of schools who were already in a small group, indicated 

that their governors were in agreement.  This agreement will pave 

the way towards our cluster formally working together and 

sharing resources as one group. In years to come, the group could 

become a locally run multi-academy trust.  The next step will be 

to sign up to the group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EB 

6.06/07/16 Committee Reports 

6.1 Finance & Personnel Committee – Draft minutes circulated 

today.  The Chair explained the draft minutes: 

-  The budget is on track with expenditure. 

- Permission has been given to fund up to 2 pupils on the Year 6 

residential trip. 

- The pre-school planning permission is still on-going. 
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6.2 Premises Committee – Draft minutes had been circulated.  

The Clerk explained the minutes. 

- A third quote for decoration has now been received and the 

Administrator confirmed that the third quote has been accepted 

for the decoration work over the summer holidays.   

- Appreciation goes to Mr Hadgkiss for building a kitchen area in 

the EYFS play area in his own time.  Other schools are also 

impressed with his design. 

- H&S audit has taken place and any issues are being addressed. 

- Triangle completed. 

6.3 Curriculum Committee – Draft minutes had been circulated. 

The Chair explained the minutes. 

- The Sun Care Policy has now been approved. 

- The British Value evening had been postponed until the Meet 

and Greet Evening.  Each class will focus on a particular 

continent. 

- It was reported that the Speech Days were brilliant.   

- The Artsmark Award has now been gained and the logo can be 

used on our letterheads.  Governors and parents have seen the 

evidence for this award during the music evening. 

The Head Teacher explained that the School Development Plan 

shows mostly green now and has therefore been achieved.  Test 

levels have been raised and those who were ‘at the standard’ 

could now be showing as ‘below expectation’.  SATS were 

moderated in June. 

Mr Slade arrived. 

7.06/07/16 Headteacher’s Report 

The Report was circulated at the meeting and read through 

together.  The headteacher reported that: 

- The GCC Admissions Department are now insisting on having a 

certificate of exchange before the admission paperwork is viable. 

- Class sizes and organisation chart was discussed. 

- Summer born pupils may now defer attending school until the 

term they are 5 and then start at Reception – previously they 

would have gone into Year 1 and missed a year group. 

- Pre-School planning permission is taking longer to validate due 

to having to do a tree survey. The  building was found to be 1.5m 

too close to the tree roots.  Drawings now amended.  Funding 

from Linden and Bovis still unsure due to their own planning 

permission issues although Cotswold Planning Committee did 

visit their proposed site today.  Our pre-school planning is getting 

some support. Will hopefully know more after the CDC planning 

meeting on 14th July.   

The proposal for September is for the pre-school to stay in the 

classroom it currently occupies and the new Year 5/6 class move 

into the current staffroom.  Quotes have been sought to add a 

kitchen area to the current meeting room by the front office and 

using it as a staff room for the interim. 

Mrs Minchin left the meeting whilst the governors discussed the 

quotes. 
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After discussion, Mrs Minchin was asked to re-enter and the 

governors confirmed that the quote from Hill-Top Joinery was 

accepted to complete the kitchen work over the summer holidays. 

APPROVED. 

The Headteacher went on to explain the SATS results. 

She reported that there had been a press-release from the 

Secretary of State stating that results have gone down this year 

and it has been endorsed that they cannot be compared to previous 

years.  

Our test scores compared with national scores were explained.  

Year 6 Reading and SPAG were above national scores, however, 

maths and writing were below national scores and will be put on 

our SDP.  The Headteacher reported that our children did 

brilliantly considering the mixed cohort of new pupils who have 

recently joined us.  She reported that information gained at the 

HT cluster meeting was that those schools who had been 

moderated were marked lower than those schools who had not 

been moderated.  More evidence was seen and checked against by 

the schools that were moderated compared to some schools 

looking at just one piece of evidence.  Concern was raised that the 

new curriculum testing system has stolen the creativity and 

imagination of the written work and instead just reports on the 

grammatical element of the written work. 

The rest of the pupils reached their expected standard.  The Year 

1 phonics results were better than last year and at an acceptable 

level.  Not all of the Year 2 phonic re-takes passed again this year 

(some new pupils to our school). 

The Cotswold Academy now has Teaching School status and so 

we will no longer look for this ourselves and will remove it from 

the SDP as it is no longer required for our cluster. 

EYFS scores – met or exceeded.  These can be compared with 

their Year 2 results in future years. 

The Headteacher stated that our Year 6 pupils have all worked 

hard and none have under-achieved.  All have made progress. 

Teaching time lost due to outside activities ie swimming lessons 

was discussed.  It was agreed that there are pros and cons in 

relation to the benefits to individual pupils.  Swimming 

arrangements for next term will be reviewed. 

The Friends Committee are again working hard and raised 

approximately £800.00 at the summer fete.  The Year 6 pupils, 

who were doing their mini-enterprise at the Friends Cake Sale in 

the Victoria Hall, were complimented on by visitors to Bourton. 

Community links are good with various clubs hiring our school 

facilities.  The new village hall is still not open with the exception 

of it being used as a polling station this year. 

Clerk 

8.06/07/16 Class Allocations and Staffing 
This was discussed in the Head Teachers Report.   

A new teacher, Miss Brearley, has been appointed to replace  

Mr Hodgkinson at the Great Rissington site.  She has already 

been into school for a couple of days and will attend again on 
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class-swap day.  As with other year groups, the Y5/6 class 

teachers will work and plan together and Miss Brearley will be 

mentored by Mrs Grosvenor. 

9.06/07/16 Statutory Results (EYFS, Y1/2 Phonics, KS1 and KS2) 

Reported in the Headteacher’s Report. 

 

 

10.06/07/16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11.06/07/16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12.06/07/16 

 

13.06/07/16 

 

 

14.06/07/16 

Governors Day in School 

A governors day in school was arranged and governors were able 

to visit classes, watch assemblies and meet with subject leaders. 

All those who were able to attend said it was a good day and 

thanked the Headteacher for making everything available.  

Governors were asked to send an e-mail report to the Clerk. 

Query – Having recently attended a new governor induction 

training, could a visit template be provided? 

A template had been used in the past for individual governor 

visits but had not been used for group visits.  The Headteacher 

will look at our template and re-send it to governors for them to 

complete and return to the clerk. 

School Development Plan (Priorities for next year) 

An updated SDP was circulated at the meeting and almost all 

areas are now coloured in green showing that they have been met.   

Query – How is value added now met? 

The Headteacher explained value-added and how our current year 

2 pupils do not have any levels they can be compared to, 

however, other year groups can still be measured as we have a 

mechanism in place to measure for value-added.  Maths and 

Writing will be placed on the SDP. 

Teaching School Status was not achieved on the SDP.  This is 

because the Cotswold Academy now has this status and so it is no 

longer required and will be removed from our SDP. 

Other interesting activities taken place or planned are: 

-A themed Europe Week or Continent Week will be held in the 

Autumn Term.   

-The Year 6 pupils have been fortunate in visiting the Great 

Rissington bell tower and the London Globe and were 

complimented on asking such interesting and thoughtful 

questions.   

-We hope to look at our journey through school and making use 

of our local community. 

-A few years ago the Cotswold Cluster held a Year 6 Conference.  

This will hopefully be reinstated. 

-Multi-Academy Trust is being considered by the cluster. 

-Mindfulness:  Children’s stresses and strains. 

The Headteacher asked for other ideas governors would like to 

add. 

Policies 
None 

Health & Safety Report (statutory agenda item) 

Health & Safety incidents are reported in the committee reports.  

None outstanding. 

Link Governor/Training 

 

 

 

 

 

Governors 

 

 

 

HT 
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Bledington School are hosting the following: 

21st September – 6.30 pm – Finance Training – Mr Campbell,  

Mrs von Speyr and Mr Cole asked to attend. 

28th September – 6.30 pm – Monitoring & Challenge (this training 

has been held by us in the past) – Mrs Hemmings and  

Mrs Etherton asked to attend.  

Clerk to contact Bledington School. 

The Clerk was also asked to arrange Finance Training with GCC 

Finance Officer to include our benchmarking data. 

The Clerk reported that we have bought back an evening training 

from Governor Services and hopes to book one next term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

Clerk 

 

 

Clerk 

15.06/07/16 AOB 

15.1 DBS – Overseas checks were discussed at the Headteacher 

Cluster meeting today.  During an interview a person is asked if 

they have ever lived or worked abroad.  If so, an overseas police 

check is required. Some of these checks can cost as much as 

£1,200.00. 

In line with other schools, the Headteacher requested permission 

from the Governing Body to remove this check if the time spent 

abroad is 10 years or more ago or if the cost is excessive.  In this 

event a risk assessment will be required.  APPROVED.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16.06/07/16 Date of the next meeting 

A timetable of meetings for the next school year was circulated.  

Minor amendments were made. The Clerk will re-circulate with 

the minutes. 

 

A Meet and Greet for parents and governors will be held on  

15th September 2016 at 7.00 pm at the Upper Rissington site. 

 

The next full governing body meeting will be held on  

29th September 2016 at 6.30 pm at the Upper Rissington site. 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting ended at 8.05 p.m. 

 

 

Signed ……………………………………………. Chairman  

   

 


