
 

 

 

 

 

Theme of the Term:  Belonging      Musician/Composer: Saint-Saens ‘Carnival of the Animals’ 

Welcome back to the second half of the Spring Term – and what a joy it has been to feel the sun this week!  

The children have returned with a great attitude to their learning, and have also all embraced the new ‘Kind 

Hands, Kind Words’ approach.  To support this, and in response to ideas from the School Council, we have 

tweeked the Pom-pom Challenge, with ALL members of staff rewarding children as they see kind behaviour 

and good manners ALL around the school.  After only one week, we are really seeing a difference!! 

Building Works Completed – What Next?   

It is lovely and calm on the Upper Site now, with just the final bits being completed on the build.  The 

children are loving being able to use both playgrounds and the atrium ‘quiet area’ at play times.  This has 

allowed us to separate football, rugby and running games and the quieter activities, and has really reduced 

the number of accidents on the playground.  We have also invested in new play equipment for both sites, 

which the children are enjoying using.   

So what next?  Well, with the 

buildings now complete, we would 

like to turn our attention to 

improving the outside areas of both 

sites.  Great Rissington already has a 

lovely range of areas – pond, fruit 

trees, trust zone etc – but this all 

needs a good tidy up, some new 

furniture and some love and 

attention.  Upper Rissington field is 

more of a blank canvas, and our 

vision is to develop this to include 

some different spaces – including an 

allotment, quiet area, meadow and 

more trees.  A parent has very 

kindly drawn up the following plan, which we are using as a basis for our project.  FoRS are keen to be 

involved, and many parents have expressed an interest in helping too.  We have also had meetings with 

the newly formed Rissington Rotary Club, and they want to support us as part of their community.  This will 

be an ongoing project, but we would like to start working soon.  However, with such tight budgets in 

school, we will be relying on self-help projects, support from our local community, grant applications etc.  

If you would like to be involved, or have any contacts that may be able to support us please do let me 

know.  I am confident that by working together we can make a real difference.  

Typhoon Class Assembly 

What a wonderful assembly, based on their topic ‘Blue Planet’.  They were brilliant ambassadors for the 

future, suggesting how we could save the planet from plastic.  They showed empathy looking at the 

Tsunami of 2004 and the impact that this had on the planet, and the benefits of working together as a 
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team to overcome challenges.  They showed us their power poses and their messages of personal 

affirmation, which is clearly having an impact on their confidence as they prepare for their SATs.  Thanks to 

Miss Gale, Mrs Campbell and Mrs Turner for their continued hard work and inspiration.  

Vulcan Class Assembly 

What a pleasure it was to hear about the work our Year 1 and 2’s have been doing based on their topic 

‘Into the Rainforest’.  They were able to tell us about where rainforests were, and sang about the different 

layers and animals that live there.  The writing and art that they had done based on their class book was 

exceptional.  They are now moving forward to think about the impact that man has had on the rainforest, 

and are holding a cake sale to raise funds for conservation.  Once again, it made me so proud to see how 

the children are using their learning to think about global issues.  Well done, Vulcan Class, and thanks to 

Miss Reynolds, Mrs Nunn, Mrs Dartnell and Miss Mcguinness.  

Growth Mindset at The Rissington School 

As you know, we take wellbeing and mental health very seriously at school, with Mrs Barnes working with 
all classes to develop their growth mindsets, resilience and methods of 
managing emotions and anxiety.  This term she is concentrating on 
developing positive neural using affirmations.  

Affirmations work by repetition.  Quite simply when you repeat 
affirmations with belief (positive emotion or conviction), your 
subconscious picks up on them and starts acting as if they were true. 
Keeping the focus and 
remembering to say 
them is the key to 

success. Your child will be bringing home different 
affirmations during the term. Please encourage your child to 
repeat their affirmation particularly at bedtime and first 
thing in the morning. By all means join in with your children 
and repeat them yourself. The more positive pathways we 
can build the better for everyone in the family. 

 

Don’t Forget  – Maths Information Session 

We will be holding a Maths Information Session for parents this term, 

where we aim to give parents an opportunity to find out more about 

how Maths Calculation is taught in school, and give them a chance to 

have a go!  This will take place on Tuesday 5th March, 6.00pm.  Further 

info will be available closer to the date, but please do note it in your 

diary. 

 

  

And Also … World Book Day 

A reminder that World Book Day is on Thursday 7th March.  Children are invited to come to school dressed as a 

character from a book. 

 

 

 



Who Rose to the Challenge at Rissington? 

Congratulations to the following pupils who were celebrated in assembly this week: 

Great Rissington:  Aaron Liversidge, Olivia Baker, Imogen Long-Field, Zak Itah, Daisy von Speyr, Olivia Palmer, William 

Bates, Cecilia Ord-Hume, Ben Arnold 

Upper Rissington:  Alicia Waterhouse, Georgia Johnston, Rowan Large, Evelyn Allsford, Grace Kay, Ethan Holdsworth, 

Jessica Knight, Tallulah Greenbank, Oliver Craughwell, Flora Ziebeck, Lauchlan Ramsey, Ashley Wright, Charlie Baker, 

Aaron Simpkins, Toby North, Max Jefferies, Ffion Mason, Noah Delahunty, Grace Woodward, Yolanda Lightbourne, 

Sophie Cox. 

 

Don’t forget you can buy a copy of our Challenge Poster for home from the School Office - £1 to cover costs. 

NEXT CLASS ASSEMBLY – SPITFIRE CLASS, 8TH MARCH 

Kind Regards,   

Sue Dawe  

 

 

Community Matters 
 


