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The Rissington School Home Learning Policy 
 

“Well organised homework can play a vital role in raising standards of 
achievement.” DfES Standards Website 

 
This policy is based on government guidelines which emphasise the importance of homework and 
how it helps your child to learn. While most parents and children do appreciate the value and 
importance of this homework, a few feel that we do not set enough homework and others feel that 
there is too much! Following consultation with children and parents, this policy sets out our aims 
and expectations of Home Learning and is in line with Department for Education guidelines. 
 
Why ‘Home Learning’ 
At the Rissington School, we feel that the activities that we send home for children to do should be 
meaningful, to add to their learning, and for children and parents to value these.  The term 
‘Homework’ often has negative connotations, and so by calling it ‘home learning’ we want to raise 
its profile as an important element of learning.  
 
What is Home Learning and why is it important? 
Home Learning encompasses a range of experiences and activities that children undertake at home 

and outside of school with their families, that make a vital contribution to their education.  As one 

parent stated in our Parent Survey, “I object very strongly to the idea that all of a child's educational 

and developmental needs are met in the classroom.”  The school is in complete agreement: “a child 

reaching her 18th birthday has been alive for about 158,000 hours. If she has attended school 

without miss – no absences, for 6 hours a day, 180 days a year, for 12 years – she will have spent 

almost 13,000 hours in school. If we add kindergarten, the number increases to 14,000 hours. But 

that is only 9% of her time on Earth. Consider what this means in terms of the leverage of formal 

education.” (Chester E. Finn).  It is therefore vital that parents and carers are actively involved in 

their children’s education, and a formal Home Learning agreement with the school is one way to 

support and facilitate this. 

Home Learning can: 

 raise your children’s achievement 

 consolidate and extend the work they have done in school 

 inform you about your child’s school work and give you the opportunity to become involved 
in and support this work 

 develop good organisation and work habits for secondary school and future employment –
encouraging vital life skills. 

 
What sort of activities and subjects does Home Learning include? 



Home Learning involves ongoing, daily learning activities like reading and practising spellings or 
phonics, as well as set tasks.  It can cover all curriculum subjects, however the focus is often on 
Reading, Writing and Maths, especially developing and embedding key skills. 
 
Ongoing, daily learning activities include: 

 Reading with parents or carers every day (or discussing what has been read for fluent 
readers in KS2); recording this in Reading Records 

 Practising phonics and spellings (written lists and oral practise) 

 Practising times tables and number facts (written tasks and oral practise) 

 Sharing what happened during the school day and what children learnt. 
 
Specific tasks are related to the work children are doing at school and may include: 

 Games, activities or worksheets to practice literacy, maths or other skills 

 Preparing a presentation to the class 

 Finding out information 

 Designing or making something 

 Solving problems 

 Completing literacy, maths or other work 
 

Different children and families have different Home Learning habits and preferences.  Different 
types of tasks have benefits and drawbacks for learning, as shown in the table below.  Therefore 
teachers will endeavour to set a range of tasks to cater to the needs of different children, with a 
preference shown to worksheets and games (which our survey showed to be the most popular 
activities), and with projects being limited to a maximum of once a short term. 
 

Type of homework Benefits Drawbacks 

Games 
(maths games, I spy, 
‘Treasure hunt’) 

Parental engagement 
Children ‘s enjoyment 

Need someone to play with (time, 
resources and subject knowledge) 
Teacher can’t see how well 
learning has been achieved – how 
to ‘mark’ this? 

Projects 
Making something 
Researching 
Preparing a 
presentation 

Open ended – children/families 
can challenge or extend 
themselves 
Developing independence OR 
Parental engagement, depending 
on approach of the child/family 
Children’s enjoyment 

Resourcing 
Concern in parent survey that 
parents are doing most of the 
work – difficulties in assessing 
children’s learning AND 
Pressure on  children/families to 
‘compete’ 

Worksheets Practise a  specific skill or task 
Closely related to work in school 
Closed task – clear completion 
target 
Clear feedback  on learning 

Has to be precisely matched to 
child’s needs to be achievable yet 
challenging 
Difficult for parents to support 
specific methods/terminology 

Working with 
family 
Games 
‘Treasure hunt 
tasks’ 
Tell a story 

Parental engagement 
Children’s enjoyment 

Time pressures on parents – 
different for different families 
Parents not knowing specific 
terminology (parent survey) 



Working alone Developing independence 
Drawing on learning from in 
school 

Not encouraging parental 
engagement 

 
 
The importance of Reading as Home Learning 
In addition to reading school books and recording this in Reading Records, it is beneficial for children 
(young and old) to be read to by an adult as a way of nurturing a love of books and reading. Children 
need to be shown, at home as well as at school, that reading is an entrance to new knowledge as 
well as entertainment.  
 
Reading to children gives them the opportunity to share their reading experiences with somebody 
else. It develops listening skills and also gives them an opportunity to build a greater 
vocabulary/grammatical awareness as being read to allows them to access more challenging texts 
than they could read independently. Encouraging children to ask questions about unfamiliar 
words/concepts and to talk about the book will enable them to discover deeper meanings.  
 
For children to become better readers, they need to read regularly and also be read to. Furthermore, 
to be better writers, children need to be read to and read so that they understand what good writing 
looks like and build varied vocabulary banks. Reading is at the heart of knowledge and learning 
across the whole curriculum so anything that you can do at home will make a difference. 
 
In addition to all of these benefits to learning, listening to somebody else read is enjoyable and can 
help children to relax after a busy day of learning, as well as providing an opportunity for closeness.  
Sharing audiobooks on a long journey is another good way of sharing literature, and allows for 
discussion about characters and events.   
 
Our Home Learning Expectations: 
 

YEAR ONGOING HOME LEARNING SET HOME LEARNING 

Reception Daily sharing books at home 
Tricky Word Cards 
Sound Cards 
Phonics flash cards  

Weekly Maths in Summer Term 

Year 1 and 2 Daily reading to an adult and 
recording in Reading Record  
Daily phonics/spelling practise 
for weekly tests 
Daily practice of Key Instant 
Recall Facts (KIRFS) 

Weekly Maths Activity 

Year 3 and 4 Daily reading to an adult and 
recording in Reading Record 
Daily spelling practise for weekly 
tests 
Daily times tables practise for 
weekly tests 
Daily practice of Key Instant 
Recall Facts (KIRFS) 

Weekly activity – The focus of 
which will vary but may include 
Maths, Comprehension or topic 
 

Year 5 and 6 Daily reading (independently or 
to an adult) and discussion of 
reading, recorded in Reading 
Record 

Weekly Maths activity, and 
Weekly Literacy/Topic activity. 
 
Note: In the Summer term this 
may vary and there may be an 



Daily spelling practise for weekly 
tests  
Daily practice of Key Instant 
Recall Facts (KIRFS) 

increase to help children prepare 
for Secondary School. 

 
Setting Home Learning 
The day that Home Learning is set and collected will vary from class to class depending upon their 
Weekly timetable.  However, it will always span a weekend so that other activities outside school not 
limited by school work.  
 
 
Time spent on Home Learning 
The time spent on Home Learning will vary to some extent depending on the routines of each family 
and the quality of time spent.  We want Home Learning to be of benefit to children’s education and 
a way of sharing learning with families rather than a source of stress and contention so there are no 
strict expectations on the amount of time spent.  However, to be of benefit, quality time should be 
put aside for Home Learning.  We suggest: 
 

 30 minutes for each item of ‘set’ Home Learning 

 15 minutes for daily reading 

 5-10 minutes daily ongoing phonics or spelling 

 5-10 minutes daily ongoing maths (number bonds or times tables practise). 

 Spelling and maths facts practise do not need to be ‘sit down’ tasks completed in one 
session – many parents practise these orally whilst walking to school or washing up. 

 
If children are not able to complete their set work within the suggested 30 minutes per piece, allow 
them to stop and make a note on their work to let their teacher that this was all they were able to 
complete; this will be useful to teachers in assessing children’s understanding and adapting 
expectations for work set in the future.  Please note however that this should be 30 minutes of 
focussed effort. 
 
Presentation of Home Learning 
Home Learning should be well presented, reflecting the fact that it is a valued part of children’s 
education. Sheets should be stuck in neatly and handwriting should be joined and legible, reflecting 
the Handwriting Policy as is followed in all written work in school.  Children should use pen/pencils 
as appropriate for the task as they would at school – for example, using a thick felt tip pen for 
writing is not appropriate. If children choose to complete their work by computer, this may be 
printed at home and stuck neatly in home learning books or teachers are happy to print work that it 
brought into school on a memory stick or emailed to the office.  
 
Supporting Children’s Home Learning 
Home Learning allows you to see what your children are doing and to support their learning. This 
partnership between school and home is a vital part of successful education. We take the 
view that children are likely to get more out of an activity if parents get involved - as long as 
they do not take over too much. 
 
Some activities require adult involvement, for example reading aloud and playing games.  Many 
activities are made more enjoyable for children if an adult works with them, for example practising 
spellings orally rather than just filling in a worksheet. 
 
For some activities, it may be more appropriate for children to work alone, for example completing a 
page of calculations or doing a piece of writing.  However, reviewing finished work together will 



enhance learning opportunities for your child – helping them to notice and correct their mistakes, or 
asking them to explain a concept or their reasoning to you. 
 
If you and your child are both unsure about how to complete a Home Learning task, please discuss it 
with your child’s class teacher before it is due in.   
 
If you are unsure about how much help to give, discuss it with your child's teacher. They will be 
pleased to see you and will help you to get the balance right.  You may also like to note on the work 
how much support your child needed, whether they could explain what they were doing, who it was 
that noticed and corrected the mistakes; this is very useful to teachers when marking Home Learning 
and assessing the extent of children’s understanding. 
 
Holiday Home Learning 
We recognise that school holidays are a time for children to relax and refresh.  However, long breaks 
from learning does have an impact on children’s progress, and so we strongly encourage families to 
continue to practice the ‘ongoing’ skills, and especially to read regularly.  Small projects may be set 
over the holidays – often to consolidate on learning or introduce forthcoming topics.  In Year 2 and 
especially in Year 6, revision work will be given over the Easter Holiday prior to the statutory 
assessments in May.  This is meant to be supportive, allow children to keep in practice and so 
maintain their progress, and will be a reasonable amount so that it does not add to stress and still 
allows time to play, and for family activities.   
 
Feedback on your child's Home Learning 
Home Learning makes a valuable contribution to children’s learning and development and will 
always be treated as such. The effort that children have put into their Home Learning must be 
acknowledged and their understanding assessed, so all Home Learning will be seen by the teacher.  
Many pieces of Home Learning will be marked by the teacher and return home in the Home Learning 
Book or folder, however feedback will vary depending on the nature and purpose of the task.  For 
example:  
 
Home Learning which forms the basis for class work is valued through its discussion or use during 
lessons and its usefulness in supporting children with their work.  It may not be marked or returned, 
or may be stuck into curriculum exercise books.  This work may also be peer or self-assessed within 
the classroom. 
 
Research or preparation for presentations may receive oral or written feedback when they are 
shared with the class, used in classroom displays or stuck into curriculum exercise books. 
 
Reading Records will be seen weekly by the teacher or TA during Individual or Guided Reading; they 
will see the record of home reading and may make comments on its use, as well as recording their 
own comments on children’s reading 
 
Phonics, spellings and times tables practise are assessed through children’s performance in weekly 
tests.  Teachers track scores and may discuss dips with children or parents to ensure this ongoing 
work is having an impact on children’s learning. 
  
Tasks that are stuck in Home Learning Books or Folders should be marked (by the teacher or by the 
child) when the book next returns home so that children and parents can receive feedback.  If there 
are purple targets or questions to answer, encourage your child to reflect on these to further 
enhance their learning.  Feedback may also be evident when parents visit classrooms after class 
assemblies and have the opportunity to look at work that has been used in curriculum exercise 
books or displays.  If parents have any further questions about how their child did with a piece of 
Home Learning or how it has been valued, they can approach their child’s teacher. 
 



Non-completion and non-return of Home Learning 
Children are expected to complete all pieces of set Home Learning. If a task is not completed or 
handed in on time and no explanation has been given by the parent (in the form of discussion with 
the Class Teacher or a written comment on the task), the child will be expected to complete it during 
their own free time, e.g. a playtime at school, if appropriate. 
 
Teachers keep a record of Home Learning completion and return; if children repeatedly do not 
complete their Home Learning or return it late, the teacher will discuss this individually with parents 
and their children.  
 
 
 
11 things you can do to help your child’s learning at home 
 
1. Give your child confidence through lots of praise and encouragement. 
 
You have tremendous power to strengthen your child's confidence - and confidence is 
vital to learning. 
 
Provide specific praise that focuses on a particular aspect of their work. Comments 
such as "I like the way you have…" is more effective than “you’re clever”. 
 
2. Read to, and with, your child as much as possible. 
 

The Rissington School encourages parents and carers to read to children, hear them read, or 
encourage them to read to themselves, for at least 15 minutes a day. 
 
3. Encourage your child to observe and talk about what they see, feel, think etc. 
 

Even young children can be helped to read notices and signs, for example, and 
understand what they mean. 
 
4. Make use of your local library. 
 

Look out for special events and services for children. 
 
5. Visit museums and other places you think your child might find interesting. 
 

Children now have free admission to major national museums and art galleries. 
 
6. If your child likes watching television, watch it together sometimes and talk about what 
has been watched. Children enjoy sharing their experiences and will gain a lot from the 
discussion. 
 
7. Try to provide a reasonably quiet and suitable place where your child can work and show 
that you and all members of the family value and respect the activity. 
 
8. Try to set time aside to support your child’s home learning activities whilst also allowing some 
independence where appropriate. 
 
9. Encourage your child to discuss work with you, including feedback from teachers. 
 
10. Help your child to see the importance of their work and teach them to become more 



independent and take more responsibility for themselves as they get older. 
 
11. Remind your children to complete and hand in work on time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional resource to support Home Learning:  
 
Maths 

Please See Resources and Websites Letter to Parents on School Website: 
https://therissingtonschool.webs.com/resources-for-parents 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/   

www.mathsisfun.com  

https://ttrockstars.com/ 

http://uk.mathletics.com/ 

http://wild.maths.org/ 

www.coolmaths-games.com 

http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/maths/ 

www.topmarks.co.uk  

http://www.mathsrockx.com/  

 

 

English: 

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/literacy/ 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/english/ 

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ChildrensMenu.htm  

 

Topic  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/highlights/sections/primary  

http://resources.woodlands.kent.sch.uk/ 
 

Please contact us if you have any questions or concerns. We want your children to 
succeed. 
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