
Plans for Possible Re-opening of The Rissington School  

Notes from Briefing to Parents and  

FAQs from Parents 

Updated 15th June for Year 5 phased opening 

 

DfE Guidance for parents:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-

parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june 

Outline of School Approach: 

Government has instructed schools to prepare for re-opening FROM 1st June for Nursery age, 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 pupils – WHERE POSSIBLE.  Schools should also maintain their provision 

for the support of pupils of Key Worker’s children and Vulnerable children – and this is the priority.  

The Rissington School will also be accommodating Year 5 pupils from wb 22nd June.  

At the Rissington School we have referred to Government and Local Authority guidance, and worked 

with our Partnership schools to develop a plan that takes into account our local situation and the 

specific needs of our school community.  This plan has been developed by the Headteacher and 

Senior Leadership Team (SLT), in close consultation with the Governors.  Staff have also been 

included in the process.   However, at the forefront of all of the planning is the health and safety of 

pupils and staff – and the Governors and School Leadership are clear that an opening of the school 

will only happen when we are happy that all elements of safety have been considered and risks 

minimised.   

We propose that the additional year groups would best be accommodated by opening both sites.   

The School’s aim is that pupils will work in small groups (micro groups) within distinct areas, and that 

these groups would all have access to open spaces, which should be used as much as possible for 

learning, lunch and play.  The size of micro groups will be kept to a minimum, and capped at 15 as a 

maximum (note: many may be able to split into smaller groups).  The make-up of these micro groups 

would be constant (ie pupils will not move between groups) and will be taught by the same adults 

consistently.  Movement of adults between groups will be kept to an absolute minimum and would 

be tightly controlled, with clear hygiene procedures.  Related Micro groups will operate in a co-

located area to maintain the relationships (ie 2 Year 1 groups in adjacent classes) – but will not mix.  

Within Micro groups, children will be encouraged to try and maintain social distancing.  However, 

the school recognises that this will not be possible to completely control, and children will be 

encouraged to refrain from physical contact, and encouraged to play/work alongside each other.  

Good hygiene will be the main method of preventing and reducing infection – hand washing, 

cleaning surfaces regularly, toys wiped down etc.  However, by remaining in small groups, children 

will only be in contact with the same children and adults over time. Adults should maintain full social 

distancing between themselves at all times.  

School times will be within 8.45 to 3.15 Monday to Thursday, and 8.45 to 1.00 on Friday – this is to 

allow for statutory teacher planning time, as it would compromise groups by having other teachers 

working within the class to cover teachers.  There will be controlled entry points to the school, 

staggered start and end times will ensure that congestion in and around school is minimised. No 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june


after school clubs or RASCAL provision will be offered, as this would also lead to pupils mixing with 

other groups.  

FAQs: 

Will the Great site be open?  

The current intention is to open both sites, with pupils returning their normal site. The minibus WILL 

NOT operate.  The majority of parents have indicated they could get their child to the Great site; 

however the school will try to support parents who are unable to. 

Is it mandatory to send children back if they are in the identified Year Groups? 

Schools have been asked by the Government to ‘strongly encourage’ children and young 
people in the eligible year groups and priority groups (such as children of critical workers) to 
attend,  unless they are self-isolating or there are other reasons for absence (such as 
shielding due to health conditions). 

However, we recognise that this is a big decision for parents to make, and will fully support 
parental choice. When any decision is made to open, we will be very happy to discuss your 
decisions with you, if required.  

Parents will not be fined for non-attendance at this time. 

If we decide not to send our child, can we change our minds?  

We fully understand that some parents may want to see how the provision develops, and 
also that the national picture will continue to develop.  We are therefore expecting numbers 
to increase over time.  However, you will understand that if we are to ensure provision and 
safety we will need to plan for new members to the group.  Parents will need to let the 
school know on the Friday that they wish their child to start on the following week.  There 
will not be any mid-week starts.  

Will all classes open at once? 

The government guidance is for schools to prepare to open from 1st June.  It is likely that 
even if this was confirmed over half term, we would take a day to prepare the site and carry 
out staff training.   

Our proposal is then to do a phased return, gradually bringing back individual year groups.  
This will enable us to control each start, and to ensure that our processes and procedures 
are adapted as we gain experience.  

Why aren’t Year 5 in all day?  

Government guidance is that schools should open for Key Workers and Vulnerable pupils, 
Year 6, Year 1 and Reception pupils – these are their priority groups.  Accommodating these 
pupils has been very resource intense – both physical space and staffing.  We have, 



however, identified that we have some spare capacity to offer a limited provision for Year 
5s.  However, if we are to continue to offer Home Learning for other Year Groups, this will 
necessarily be limited to 4 mornings a week.  

What extra cleaning will take place?   

Schools have been given clear guidance on the hygiene and cleaning procedures required.  Clearly 

this will involve a much higher level of cleaning during the day, in addition to increased cleaning at 

the end of each day.  Actions will include, but not be limited to : 

• Each micro group must maintain a level of increased hygiene. 

• Tables and backs of chairs must be cleaned each time the micro group exits the 
space, before and after food consumption and at the end of each day. 

• Toilet and sink areas should be cleaned by a member of the micro-group staff.  This 
will be with alcohol-based cleaner and performed each hour. 

• A record of cleaning will be maintained.  

• Soap dispensers must be refilled if empty.   
 

Will children be expected to wear School Uniform? Will PE Kits be brought home when used?   

Children will be required to wear clean, freshly washed clothes to school – which should be School 

Uniform if possible (Summer Uniform – no ties).  We recognise that some pupils may have grown out 

of uniform, or not have purchased their summer uniform yet, but ask that as much as possible 

uniform is worn.  However – the priority is CLEAN CLOTHES each day.  

It is recommended that these clothes are then removed when children return from school and 

washed straight away.  

In the same way, if PE Kit is worn, this will return home to be washed.  

How many children do you expect to return ?  

We are planning a provision that would accommodate all pupils to return.  However, we recognise 

that it is likely to be lower than this to start with, and increase as confidence grows and national 

strategies develop.  We would not like to speculate on numbers at this time, with two weeks to go 

until any opening would happen.  

How big will class sizes be? 

Class sizes will be a maximum of 15 pupils, most will be much less (especially at the start).  All have 

been allocated at least two adults to support, with other adults to support specific children’s needs.  

How will classes be split?  Will children be with friends?  

Classes that need to be split will be done so by the class teacher, where possible.  They have been 

asked to take into account friendships, as we know that this will be a stressful time for children, and 

they will want to be reassured by having friends around them.  

How will you implement social distancing? 

Our aim will be to implement social distancing, and there will be markers etc around the school and 

site to remind of this (similar to supermarkets!).  The school recognises that this will not be possible 

to completely control, and children will be encouraged to refrain from physical contact, and 



encouraged to play/work alongside each other.  Good hygiene will be the main method of 

preventing and reducing infection – hand washing, cleaning surfaces regularly, toys wiped down etc.  

However, by remaining in small groups, children will only be in contact with the same children and 

adults over time.  Children will have set tables and carpet spaces, distanced from each other, and 

wherever possible their own individual resources (pens, whiteboards etc). 

Adults should maintain full social distancing between themselves at all times. 

How will Drop off and Collection be managed? 

We will have a staggered drop off and collection system.  Moreover, at the UR site we aim to use 

specific entrance and exits for each year group.  Parents will be informed of the arrangements when 

opening is confirmed, and there will be signs and school staff available to direct in this.  Wherever 

possible, we will ask that only one family member accompanies pupils to school, and encourage 

parents not to remain in the vicinity of the school after drop off.  

What will the learning be like for children in school? 

We fully acknowledge that when the children return, whether in June or September, it will not be 

‘business as usual’.  Children will need to be supported in returning to the school environment, and 

taught any new protective measures that need to be implemented.  Teachers will also need to be 

mindful of the different experiences of home learning that pupils have had, and also any particular 

and general causes of anxiety or events they have witnessed.   

The school has been developing a ‘recovery curriculum’ with a real focus on mental wellbeing and 
creating explicit teaching opportunities for building relationships and resilience.  There will, of 
course, be the usual curriculum subjects, but these will be responsive to pupils.  There will be an 
emphasis on learning outside.  Time will be taken to:   
 

• Consider pupils’ mental health and wellbeing and identify any pupil who may need 
additional support so they are ready to learn. 

• Assess where pupils are in their learning, and agree what adjustments may be needed to the 
school curriculum over the coming weeks. 

• Identify and plan how best to support the education of high needs groups, including 
disadvantaged pupils, and SEND and vulnerable pupils. 

• Support pupils in Year 6, working with secondary schools to support their upcoming 
transition to Year 7 

Will home learning continue for those that don’t attend – in the selected year groups?  In other year 

groups? 

Clearly, if teachers are teaching classes within school, they will not have the capacity to maintain 

home-learning and contact to the same level as previously.  However, we would aim to still send 

home learning to those pupils that do not attend in year groups that are in school – probably in the 

form of a weekly plan and suggested tasks etc.  

For those year groups not in school, we will aim to maintain similar levels of home learning.  

However, because additional teachers are being used in classes, this may be set by a teacher other 

than their normal class teacher.  We will continue to use DBPrimary as our learning platform and 

form of communication.  

How will school manage the anxiety and stress of retuning to school?  



This will be our main priority when children return, and we have already been working very hard on 

a strategy – as this will be a major factor whether the children return in June or September.  We 

have developed a range of activities and approaches to support pupils focussing around pupil 

wellbeing, the main one being to allow time to talk and listen.  Mrs Barnes will be supporting each 

class, using strict social distancing and hygiene as she will be moving between groups.  

We will also be using the outside areas as much as possible so that children are not confined to 

classes and feel restricted.  

Communication with parents will be important too – and although we will not be able to meet easily 

at drop off and collection, we will encourage parents to still communicate via DBPrimary, and 

meetings can be arranged (socially distanced or by zoom). 

What will the lunchtime provision be? 

All pupils will have packed lunches.  Pupils may bring these from home, or they can be provided by 

the school kitchen.  Hot dinners will not be provided, as we aim to reduce any unnecessary contacts.  

All children should bring a water bottle from home.   

Wherever possible lunches will be eaten outside.   

Lunchtimes will be staggered if appropriate – for example, to allow children to play on the school 

field.  

What will Pre-School Provision be?  

As I am sure that parents will appreciate, ensuring that the pre-school provision is safe for pupils and 

staff is a challenge.  Initially the Pre-School provision will be limited to Key Workers and identified 

vulnerable pupils.    

Will Staff or older children wear PPE? 

Pupils and staff will not routinely wear PPE.  School does have a supply of PPE, which will be used 

when staff have to undertake and intimate care (eg illness or accidents). 

Will temperatures be taken routinely on entry to school?  

No.  This does not form part of current guidance.  However, we do have digital ear thermometers 

available in school, and we will ask parents to give permission for us to use these if we are 

concerned about any pupils whilst at school.  

Will RASCAL be open in the morning and after school?  

RASCAL provision will not be available.  If pupils were to move from their class micro-group to 

RASCAL at the end of day, for example, this would increase risks.  Extended day provision is only 

available for Key Worker’s pupils by prior arrangement.   

What will happen if a child or member of staff is tested positive for COVID 19? 

The school will respond to this using the guidance that is in place at that time – again this may 

change as the national picture develops.  Currently, if a child or member of staff from a micro group 

is tested positive, we will close that group, and all members will self-isolate for 14 days.  The school 

will carry out a risk assessment for the rest of the school, and take any necessary actions, and the 

area will be deep cleaned.  



 

 

 


