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ADMISSIONS 
 
This policy applies to The Rissington School, which is a Community School.  The Local Authority is 
responsible for determining admissions policy and procedures. Gloucestershire Council is the Local 
Authority and the maintaining authority for The Rissington School.  www.gloucestershire.gov.uk should 
be visited for information about on-line admissions.   
 
For the Pre-School, the Governors of The Rissington School are responsible for determining the 
admissions policy and procedures .See ‘Pre-School Admissions Policy’. 

ADMISSION TO THE FOUNDATION STAGE (RECEPTION) 

The law says that each child must attend school full time from the beginning of the term following his 
or her fifth birthday. In Gloucestershire children can begin school earlier than this. The Local Authority 
amended its policy with effect from September 1997 so that a school place is available for all children 
from the September after their fourth birthday without reference to ability or aptitude. 
 
The number of admissions for any year will be determined by the number of vacancies available within 
the whole framework of the agreed admission limit for the school and subject to the size and 
composition of the classes but will not be lower than the published admission number (PAN) for that 
year.   Parents and carers who wish their child to attend The Rissington School at Reception stage 
should apply through Gloucestershire Local Authority, website: 
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-admissions/apply-for-a-primary-or-
infant-school-place/   The decision whether or not to allow entry to The Rissington School lies with the 
Local Authority.  
 
The Rissington School operates as one school on two sites. Being awarded a place at The Rissington 
School does not qualify a pupil to an automatic right to attend a particular site.  The determination of 
specific site is the responsibility of the Headteacher, monitored by the Governing Body.  Parents will be 
informed which site they have been allocated during their Reception Year.   
 
As a place at the school has already been awarded, there is no right to appeal. Transport between 
sites will be provided either by Gloucestershire Authority or the school. 
 
STARTING SCHOOL AT THE RECEPTION STAGE  
 
At The Rissington School our policy is that all Foundation Stage children who are 5 on or between 1st 
September and 31st August in the upcoming academic year, may start school at the start of the 
Autumn Term. Starting school is a huge step for children (and their parents). Parents may feel that it 
is not right for their child to start school on the date that he or she is offered a school place and would 
prefer to delay starting school up until the term following his or her fifth birthday. We will do our best 
to support parents, within the law and the Local Authority’s policy, in decisions regarding the best time 
for any child to start school. 
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In response to the Department for Education (DfE) guidance and the statutory requirements in the 
School Admissions Code 2014, Gloucestershire County Council has updated its admissions policy to 
address the options available to parents of summer born children (those born between 1 April and 31 
August).  Acknowledging that children develop at different speeds, parents of ‘Summer born children’ 
may wish to defer their start of school until the September after their 5th birthday, and be educated 
out of their normal age group. This information guide is designed to explain the options available to 
parents for their child’s starting school arrangements and to answer the frequently asked questions.    
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/media/18489/summer-born-information-sheet-and-application.pdf  
 
We aim to help parents and carers as much as possible in the process of selecting a school. We hold 
open days in the Autumn term, which are advertised in pre-school settings and parents are also 
invited to phone the school to make an appointment for a chat and a look around the school. During 
these pre-school meetings, the headteacher will give information about the school and will give details 
about induction arrangements for our new Foundation Stage pupils.  
 
Once a school place has been allocated, parents of new entrant Reception children will be contacted 
early in the summer term to arrange a preliminary meeting. Reception children will be invited to spend 
sessions in School during the summer term prior to their entry to help them become familiar with the 
new classroom and teachers.   
 
The school has published 2 leaflets aimed at the parents of Reception children: -  

 Starting School gives ideas of ways to prepare a child for school 
 Uniform and Equipment Checklist helps to clarify exactly what pupils should wear and bring to 

school. 

ADMISSION TO THE RISSINGTON SCHOOL FROM ANOTHER SCHOOL (IN-YEAR) 

 
If a child is to transfer to The Rissington School from another school application must be made to The 
Rissington School using the Local Authority in-year admissions form.  More information and guidance 
is available on the Gloucestershire Local Authority Website: 
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-admissions/applying-for-a-school-
place-during-the-school-year/ 
 
The decision whether or not to allow entry lies with Local Authority and is based on the number of 
children in each year group and the capacity of the school (PAN).  Due to the growth in The Rissington 
School population, it is common that year groups are already above PAN, in which case the Local 
Authority will apply its ‘Protocol for Pupil Admittance Over Published Admission Numbers –  
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-admissions-scheme-criteria-and-
protocol/school-admission-protocols/ 
 
We will do our best to make children, newly admitted, feel happy and settled as quickly as possible. 
The headteacher is always delighted to show parents and prospective pupils around the school and 
answer any questions. Children are welcome to spend time in school before transferring and once in 
school, he or she will have time to spend alone with the class teacher so that they have a chance to 
get to know one another. New children are teamed up with another child who will answer questions 
and act as a companion until he or she feels confident in his or her new surroundings. 
 
THE SCHOOL DAY 
 
The School day begins at 8.55 am and ends at 3.15 pm. We have an hour-long lunch break and a 15-
minute break in the morning. A short 10-minute break for Key Stage 1 children may be taken in the 
afternoon at the discretion of the class teacher. 

http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/media/18489/summer-born-information-sheet-and-application.pdf
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-admissions/applying-for-a-school-place-during-the-school-year/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-admissions/applying-for-a-school-place-during-the-school-year/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-admissions-scheme-criteria-and-protocol/school-admission-protocols/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-admissions-scheme-criteria-and-protocol/school-admission-protocols/


 
 

 

 
Children can arrive at school from 8.45 am and are supervised in the playground, until the whistle is 
blown at 8.50am, when children line up and go to class. A drop-off system operates at the school 
gates for parents who wish to avoid parking. There is a school bus to transfer pupils to the Great 
Rissington site from Upper Rissington. The headteacher, or representative, supervises the drop-off. 
 
At 3.15 pm parents should wait in the playground for their children to be brought to them by the class 
teacher. The school bus transports pupils to the Upper Rissington site. 
 
A before and after school club, RASCAL, operates to help parents with child-care. Transportation is 
provided to and from the village site, although collection at the end of the day must be made promptly 
by parents/carers. 
 
At The Rissington School pupils in EYFS and Key Stage 1 work in excess of the recommended 21½ 
hours per week, which excludes daily lunch, and play breaks, collective worship and registration.  
Pupils in Key Stage 2 work the recommended 23½ hours per week. 
 
Agreed by the governing body Autumn 2019 
Review Autumn 2020. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 


